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truth, if the circumstances I have heard are true, it can
only be answered by a general reference to the horrors
and atrocities of a civil war".
The Chancellor had read Dr. Coppinger's letter with
profound irritation and contempt. A few days later he
sent the following reply:
"Feb. i, 1804.
My letters to Lord Fingall (as far as they are the subject
of your complaint) were a confidential statement to a
person of high rank and character and supposed influence
among the Roman Catholics, of representations made to
me, the truth of which I did not assert, but communicated
them to his Lordship as I received them, that he might
make proper enquiries; and if he found the representations
to have any foundation, I hoped he might be induced to
use his influence (which I find very much overrated) to
prevent what might produce considerable irritation in the
minds of the Protestants of Ireland. These letters, there-
fore, ought to have remained in the closet of Lord Fingall:
a different use has been made of them, for reasons suffi-
ciently obvious; but I am not responsible for a publica-
tion which is an abuse of my confidence, and perhaps,
also of the confidence of Lord Fingall. I have, I think,
a right to complain of any publication of those letters,
but I have a right most strongly to complain of the great
injustice of that partial publication, which has afforded
ground for the grossest and most malicious misrepresenta-
tion. Those who determined to abuse my confidence
and (as I am informed) that of Lord Fingall, would have
acted a more manly, and so far, a less blameable part, if
they had given the whole correspondence as it has actually
passed in print, so as to be accessible to everyone. Any
publication I should have considered as a gross injustice and
must resent it as such. My letters could not have been
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